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. 4 [ing of the holy Veſſels, Chap. 1. 


0 Loxy Goo of Iſrael, thou art 
righteous, for we remain yet eſcaped 
asitis this day : bebold, we are be- 


| forethee mourtreſpaſſes, for we can- 


not _ before thee becauſe 0 f this. | 


N the former part of this Bovuk, we 
have a Narration of many great 
mercies of God to his people at- | 
ter their long and ſore capti- 
vity. 5 

hz x. The Edi& of Cyrw for re- 
 turnof the people, building the Temple > reſtore- | 


-. | 2, The purſuance of _ Edid in the return 
Io of 49000 and upward, a 
| 3." The: begi the ap of Gods | 
UP pip; ſerring pe Alar, —_— — : 
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laying the Foundations of the Houſe, with Trum- 
pets and joy, Chap. 3. _ 
| 4. The ſpecial affiſtance and encouragement | . 
they received in the work by the Prophets , nor- | ? 
withſtanding the oppoſition of the adverſaries , | 3 
: Chap. 5. I, 6, 14- 
5+ The gracious Decree of Darius for promoting | 
the building, after it had been obſtructed , his 
Princely muntficence thereunto, the command gi- 
ven to the Enemies to be {crviceable tv the work, | 
[rhe finiſhing and dedication of the Houſe, and | 
\ keeping of tie Paſſeover, Chap. 6. 
| 6. The gracious commiſhon of Artaxerxes to Ezra | - 
for further promoting the worſhip of God at Feru- | 
|ſalem, his indulgence to Prieſts and Levites, order- 
ing of Magiſtrates and Judges, Chap.-7. 
. 7. The expeditionof Ezra, and divers others | 
withrhis Commiſhon ; The delivery of the Silver, 
| Gold, and Veflels which the King , his Counſel- 
lors, Lords, and all Iſrael, had offered to the houſe 
of the Lord into the hands of twelve ſcle& men of | 
rhePriefts : the gracious preſervation of Ezra and 
his company.in their journey from the hands of 
rhofe thart lay.in wait for them, after they had ſo- 
lemnly ſought God by prayer and faſting , their | 
ſafe ArS. delivery of the offering to the Houſe 
ef the Lord, ſucceſs of the Commiſſion, Cap.s. - | 
Thus far things went comfortably on , and with 
good ſucceſs. natwithſtanding the oppoſition and 
ob:truttion given to the work -for a time by the Ene- 
mics thereof, of which we read, Chap. 4. 
| - -Butin this ninth Chapter we meet with a farre | 
pn more 
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more dangerous obſtruction then any had before 
been: an horrible finne commirred by Pricſts, Le- 
vites, people, whereinthe hands of the Princes and 
Rulers had been cheif, in mingling the holy ſced 
in marriage with rhe people of thoſe Lands : con- 
trary to an expreſs command , Dext. 7. 1.3. Thou 
ſhalt n3t make marriages with them, &c. whereby the 
worſhip of God now newly reſtored , was in dan- 
ger to be ſpeedily ſubverred again, Devt. 7.4. Exo. 
34. 15, 16. as we finde by the example of Solo- 
mon, 1 Reg. 11. 4,8. HereuponEura is affected 
with zeal,ſorrow, and aſtontihment, ver. 3,4, 5, 
and unto him were aſſembled eccry one that trembled at 
the word of the God of Iſrael, to humile themſelves 
before God : and to coſult whar in ſv deſperate a | 
caſe was neceſſary to be done for diverting thar | 
wrath which they had provoked, ver. 3, 4. Ezra| 
| prepareth and compoſeth himſclfina ſolemn man- 
ner to pray, rends his garments, falls on his knees, 
ſpreads forth his hands, ſtirs up his faith, takes 
the fitteſt ſcaſon , the time of the Sacrifice, when 


God might be minded by the blood of Attone- 


Vid. Serarium 
inFeſ.6. queſt. _ 
50. Pined. de 
Rebus Solom. 


ltb.7.cap. 4.09% | 


ment to recieve his prayer with favour. ver. 5. 

In the Prayer we have theſe particulars. 
| humiliation : 7 will remember my Covenant ſaith the 
aſhamed, Ezef. 16. 60, 61. and again , you ſhall 


Je bave commuted, Ezek. 20.43. 


B 2 {ins 


{ 


1. His abaſement of himſelf , his ſhame, and | 
conſternation of ſpirit , a rempcr eflential ro true | 
| 


Lord , and thou ſhalt remember thy ways, and be; 


| loath your ſel es in your own ſight, for ail your evils _ Luks 18,13. 


' 2. Agpeneral confeſſion of their ſinnes , and the! 


\ Fer.3.5-31.19. 
Dar,g.7,8. 
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finnes of their Fathers, as Nehem..9. 34. Dan. 9.8. | * 
the. greatneſs ,. the growth , the continuance of 
&; i irs - them, Our iniquities are increaſed over our beats, as 
apjer -— Pſal.38.4. A Metaphor from the ſwelling of wa-| - 
pRovTH5. ters, Þſal. 124.4,5. our Treſpaſles are grown up te.| . # 

Heaven, a further and ſtronger exprcſhion of the| 


hee... eo mc es et ts... Aft 
—{c 


bc woye'yus 
as ovpBarelor | atrocity of them ,, as 2: Chron; 28.9. « 
| emer. 3. Anacknowledgement of the juſtice of God. : 
inthe puniſhment of their iniquities , on Kings ;\.-- 
Prieſts, and people, in caprivity, poverry, and con- | - * 
tempt,.vTer. 7. as Pſal. 44. 9-14. 79. 1-4. : 
4. A thankful acknowledgement of reſtored 
' mercics out of free and rich grace, unto a ſmall rem- 
| art of diſtreſſed Bondmen whom God had put 
forſaken tn their Bondage, but extended mercy unto , 
who were, I..cſcaped out of their captivity.2.Set- 
led in their own land, as a natle 77 aſure place,as Iſa. 
22.23. 3. Comforted after their darkneſs and: 
ſorrow, by lightning their eyes , who had been. long 
in Babylon as in a Dvgeor,, Zach. 9. 11. by reuruing 
and g1ving them a reſurrection , who. had lien in 
Captivity as dry bones 17 @ grave, Ezek..37, 12. 
4. Aided and affiſted by rhe ſpecial favour of the 
King of Perſ7a, to ſct up the Houſe of God, and re-| 

i parr the deſolations thereof, Ler.g. 5. Compaſled a-| 
bout wirh his proteQtion, as with a wall , from the 
violence of Enemies, ver.8,9.a5 I[a.26.1. Zach.2. 
5.. by all which conſiderations , the greatneſs of- 

| ]rherr {innes was exceedingly a M6 

5- Aparticular confeſſion of the preſent finun-| 
der the guilt whereof they did now lye. os 
Wherein are conſiderable. 1. A pathetica!!| 

| | acknow- 
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acknowledgement that they are wholly without 

excule put to ſilence , for guilt ſtops the mouth , 

eMat.22.12. Rom. 3. 19.Ter, IO. | 
2. Afull aggravation of it by ſeverall conſ1de- | 


DD 295" : 
rations. I. It was againſt a ſevere Law provided 


in that very caſe, Dewt.7.3,4. 2. Againſt the Equz-: 
ty of that Law, the people were unclean, ahominatle. 
3.. Againſt the Promiſe annexed to the Law, to eat | 
the good of the Land. 4. Againſt the Chatening hand 
of God: which had been upon them. 5. Againſt 
the 'Meaſure of rhole Chaſtiſements , they were 
puniſhed leſſe then therr iniquitzes deferved. 6. A- 
gainſt the great and notable . Del:verance which 
God had wrought tor them beyond their thoughts 
or hopes, ver.11,12,13. Ten on/E 
. 6. An implicite owning of the wrath of God, 
which might in this caſe juſtly confume and make 
an end of them, and leave them no rempazt, 
Ver. I4. i 
7." An acknowledgement of Gods gractous fi- 
 delity innot conſuming them , bur patiently bear- | 
ing with them, and letting: them: remain eſcaped, | 
wer. I5. | 
Laſtly, the concluſion of the Prayer , the ſame 
with the introduction into it , ſhame and confeſſion 
pete, Ver..15... = | | 
O Lord God of Iſrael) whoart in Covenant with; 
them; and owneſt them for thy people, Deut.26.18, | 
and art afflif#ed in their affli8:ors , in whoſe ſuſfer- | 
. | ings thy great name is concerned, in whoſe. proſ-- 
E - | perity thy ſole nc is magnified. . Thou art r:igh- | 
, . | feos |. Juſt in thy Fudoements in all that is come up- | 
Ee: | ON 
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|have been kept Captives in _ ſtill, bur for thy 


| cording to tiny promiſe, that after ſe .enty years 
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Ca — __—_ = Ta | 
onus, Neben, 9.33. fairhfullinthy Covenant inall 
that thou haſt ſaid unto us. And hercof thou haſt 
given us aſſurance, for we-remarn yet eſcaped, ] Ac- 


ſhould be accompliſhed in Babyloz , thou wouldft | 
vitit rhy people, and pertormrhy good word to- 
wards them, in cauſing:rncm ro rerun tv their 
own Land azain, F-7. 29:10. 2 (ron. 36.21. we 
have deſerved by our Pryvecations , tv be cut off 
| from being a Pevpic, bur tor tiiy Promiſe ſake we| 
yet remair, for thou haſt ſaid, that the Scepter ſball 
rot epart from Judah, zor a Law-gtcer from letween 
his feet, untill Shilv come, Gen.4-9. 10. that 1mma- 
zuel was to-come of the houſe of David , before 
the Jews ſhould ceaſe to be a Nation , or ſhould 
have thctr politic utterly diffolved, 1ſa. 7. 14. Iſa. 
8.9,10. !ſaj. 10. 24-27. We have deſerved to 


Promiſe ſake we remain yet eſcaped, becauſe thou 
haſt ſaid,rhat thou wouldeſt cauſe us to come up owt of 
our graves , and trino us into the Land of Iſrael , 
Ezet.37.12,13;14: Iris Ly the blood of the Cove- 
#a;t alone that thon haſt ſext forth thy priſozers out | 
of the pit, Zacn.g9.11. 
The words are the cloſe of a Penitential Praver,| . 
wherein therc is obſervable ,, 1. A Comfortable 
addreſs ro God asthe Ged' of. Iſrael. 2. A Pent- 
rent acknowledgement of  brs r:ghteoxſneſſe in the 
evils which they ſuffered.. 3. A grateful acknow- 
ledgement of his fide!zt3 inthe Mercies which they | * 
enjoyed. 4.' Adcmonſtrarion of this great Mer-f 
I. Werema:z, we arent conſumed. 2. We | 

re- 
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3. AS it is this day, not only eſcaped, but favoured, 
encouraged, aſſiſted, to butld Gods Houſe , to. re- 
ſtore his Worſhip, though to this day we have 


had ſo great provocations. .. | = obo 
O Lord God of 1ſyael,Thou artrighteous,we have {1n- 
ned as a perfidious people peas. a God tn covenant, 
thou haſt aMiited us in meaſure,as aGod in covenant. | 
 Aﬀii&ions are ſweetned,Mercies are magnified | 
finnes are aggravarcd , finners are humbled and 
melted by no conſideration more, then by the grace 
of the Covenant, rhar we have todue with a God 
who is pleaſed to be called ours 5 wheti he ſmutes 
us, this is our Comfort;rhe rod is in the hand: of a 
Father, he may vifit with-tripes', butihe will-zot | 
break his Covenant, pſal.$9. 32-34; when he load- | 
eth us with merczes, this is our joy, that they are 
_ jJall —_— to Chriſt, and rayes, and Emanari- 
ons of the Covenant, Rom.8.32.Fer J2.41. If he 
hearus, if he ayfwey us,: if he b6 gracious unto us, 
we ſhall weep-30 more, though he g1ve us bread of aduer- 
fity, and watth of affiition, Iſat.30.18-20, when we 
1 review 'our ſianes, and fet'our ſelves-ſcriouſly to 
tutnd+God;* this makes us loath our ſelves , this | 
MII Gut faces ivich thatne, and our hearts with (or- | 


' 


| 


 .| row;- that we have done it anatnit a God in Covwe- | 


nant, who 1s pacified rowards us, Ezer.16.62, 63. 
- |-Ir is great preſumprion for- aliens "and ſtrangers to | 
deſpite Golds arti ity; or abuft his #0+ty'; but for | 
RE | an adopted people; whom he hath ſelected in a pe- 
BW | culiar manner to:be his own, and ſet apart for him- | 
WW: | elf, for whom he reſerveth the choiſeſt of his mer- | 
_—_—_ CCS, | 
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cies, to whom he revealerh the ſecrets of his love ,|-.; 

for rheſe to finne, not only againſt Precepts and Bene.| | 
Fits, bur againſt the Bowels of a Father , the blood of | i 
a Saviour, the grace of a Comforter, the-Covenant | 
of life , the Charter of Salvation, this is that| 
which ſhould greatly abaſe us in our own eyes, that| 
we ſhould thu requite a Father, Deut. 32. 6. The 
Lord calls Heaven and Earth to be amazed ar ir,| 7 
Hear O Heaven, and give ear O Earth , for the Lord .." 
| hath ſpoken, for I hate nouriſhed and brought wp chil-|* : 
dren, adopted them into my family, brought themi| 
into my Land , advanced them uno my favour , 
vouchſafed my preſence with them , ſet up my 
Name and glory ainong them , and yet they have| 
rebelled againit me, Iſa.1.2. Be aſtoniſhed ye hea- 
[vens,and be ye horribly afraid, be very deſolate , 
for my people who have heard my voice our of 
Heaven, whom I have taken from the midſt of 
another Nation, by remprarions, by ſigns, by won- | 
ders, by war, by a mighty hand, by a ſiretched- | 
utarm, and by great terrors, who have been the 
Fountain of all their bleſſings , and the glory in| . 
the midſt of them, have changed therr glory for va- 
nity , anditheir Foantain for broken cifterns , Jer. 2. 
[11,12,13. This is matter-of great preſſure unto 
him, Ames 2..9,13- and:ſhould much more be fo 
Unto Us, | REIN he TG: 
| Many aggravationsthere are in the fins of. Gods 
people,which may greatlytend to their humbling; 
and abaſement, They are committed, 

1. Apainit more glorious light, and more. ſpi-} 
ritual convictions, after they have known God, -_ are 

| norwn 
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known of God,Gal.4.g. after he hath taughr them his 
ways, &ſhewed his covenant, &1mparted unto them 
the ſecrets of his ſalvation, ?ſ.25.9,14.after he had} 
opened their ears,and ſealed thelr inſtruction to with-| 
draw them from ſintul purpoſes;Fo6 3 3.16,17.after 
he had cauſed them to hear a word Lehind them,lay- | 
ing, this is the way , 1ſaz. 30.21. and had ſhewed 
them the ſal vation of God, Pſal.50. 23. and: had been| 
as it were transfigured in their preſence. The more 
the beauties of holineſs are diſcovered totte ſoul , 
the greater is the unkindneſs and difingenuity of 
chat ſoul, in giving entertainment to any ſinful luſt j 
again... NT EEE <6; 
"2. Againſt ſpeciall and more tender. fove,which| 
love ofChriſt paſſeth knowledge,and therefore ſhould | 
coptra:n 14 to ut him,thar loved us,8& dicd forus, 
|'2 Cor.5.14. D.vid had been highly honoured by} 
God, Solomon was the Heloted of God, and this made \ 
their {ins both mvure ſtrange , and more atroctous, | 
2 Sam. 12:7,8, 9, Nehem. 13. 26, yo only bate 1 
known of all the Families of the Earth , therefore I will | 
-puniſb you for your iniquittes, Amos 3.2, Fer.2.21,22,| 
* 3. Againſtthe breathings of the Spirit of Grace, | 
whoſe motions. being qrenched , whoſe operations 
being reſiſted, whoſe ſweet and gracious pulfari- 
ons at the door of the ſoul being neglected , he is 
exccedingly griemed in tic hearts, of his people, 
and provoked to withdraw himſclf atid, his Com} 
forts frotn them, Ephe. 4.30. Cant,5, 6. andrhey| 
.| putrocry hard for recovery of him, again , whom 
they jhad- by: their unkind uſage grieyed away, | 
[amt catſed tohitdehis oreſeines Fojn them, Ba,5 1. | 
. IP;IT, 12, 1 Bat te "88; 70 of 1602348 at: by hy A-) 
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_ 4. Againſt thepeace of God which ſhould {ze 
our hearts and mindes in Chrift , from yeilding to  |j## 
 remptations,-Ph:1.4.7. when the Lord ſpeaks peace| i 
tothe ſouls of his people , and lifts up the light of 
his Countenance upon them ,- and ſheds abroad Sus 
the love of his Son into them, this ſhould fortifie; . (-B 
and garriſon the heart yn—_ the aſlaults of ſfinne, | 
the 7oy of the Lord ſhould be the ſtrength of his peo-, - 


ple, Nehem.8. 10.and the more comfortthey have 


| inbeing acquainted with him , the more fearfull| 
| they ſhould be of being eſtranged from him , the| | 
| greater the ſeetneſſe of the peace of God,, the great- 

| erthe Litrerneſſe of thoſe finnes whereby we for- 
feir it, and hide ir fromour ſelves. | 
5.. Againſt thatſpirituall wiſdom and underſtand- 
,. Which the Lord hath given us for this cnd, 
t we night walk worthy of bim azto all pleaſing, (ol. 


| 6 


t.9; 10, True wiſdom is the knowledge of rhe 


tnoft honourable arid moſt excellent rhings where- 
by.we difcern tliings whichdiffer , fi —_— the 
ſupreme and moſt neceſſary ends , and rhe moſt 
proper and pertinent meas conducing- thercunto, 
Setteth a man to cotifider how he may live to the 
reat uſes for which he was made,is a wiſdom unto| 
Taluatiow, 2 Tim,3.15. makes him look to the way of - 
fe how he may depart from Hell, Prov. 15. 24. 
14,8,15. teacheth Fic to walk circumſpeRly , and. 
| warily amidft the many ſnares and temptations 
| which are ready to ſeduce and miſlead him, ph.5.. 
| 15. makes himhaye his eyes in bis head, Eccle.2,14. | 
that he may underſtand cyery Zool path, Proc. 2.. 
[| 9. thakes ifmſtudy the. will of God to the cnd ye 2 
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| he may keep it, Prov. 28.7. putsthe heart and the 
| - |right band together, Eccle. 10, 2. gives a ſpiritual | 
[evidence andraſte of the beauties ana ſweetneſs of | 
holineſs : ſhews it ſelf iz 4 good converſation, and 
in doing the Commandements, Fam.3.13.Pſal.111, 
10, Ir is more improper for a holy man to yeeld 
up himſelf unto any way or work of wickedneſs , 
then for a Counſellor of State , or a great Philoſo- 
pher to play with Straws or Cherry fans, ro give 


| up himſelf ro Boyith and Ludicrous vanities : and 
== | therefore holy men confeſs their finnes in Scripture 
77% [by the name of folly, 2 Sam. 24. 10. Pſalm| 
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de | glory, it is perfe@ly faſhioned unto his likexeſſe , ; 
—_— uew-and therefore without holinejſe no man can ſee God,\ 
— fs | Heb.12.14. So much as we blemiſh our bolixeſf, 
chriſtianiſsi *| we do obſcure and ſully our bope. .. * 

Fs Ogaſe | 7. Againſtthe hozour of Religion which is there. 


de Scandalir. | by exceedingly wounded an | reproached, 2 Sam.| 


Magna inſalia a > » 
Af Evngells | 2 o 14> the Apoſtle frequemtly exhorterh us tol. 


non credere,cu- | Walk worthy of our hrgh calling , {o as lecometh the 


jus veritatem | Goſpel, that wc-may aderz the doFrize of our 
ſenguis Martyr jpel, y ; Lord 


oe, arodi- Jeſus, and'put to ſilence the ronorance of. fooliſh men 
i, ns. | that they may be aſhamed who faſly accuſe our | 


tio c.> format, . ti e -0k1 Rs 
Y per => good converſation, ut yemo de zobis male Ioqui ſine 


tur, Elemente | mendacio poſſit : to be tender of.the ame of God and 


ſp, de" \ bis DIfrine, thar theſe may not be blaſphemed, ſee 
mones confiten> 


on ed ng | Epheſe 4. Te Phil. 1. 27.. 1 Theſ. 2. 12.. Tit. 2. 10, 


major Inſunia, | 1 TYm.G.I, 2 (or.6.3. 1 Pet.2.15.3.16. forth 
| Side vangelii 


ough 
on ir be moſt illogicall and abſurd ro charge an by 


| dubires, vivere| DoGEtrine with the blame of thoſe ſins , which the! 
| ramen quaſi de | Hrofeffors thereof,contrary to the rules of their own 
\cjus faiſfuate | profefſion ; and* in obedience” only to thei 

| Px dabirares, | Profeffion , and in obedience” only to their own 


Fo.Picus mi- | Iuſts, do commit 3 Yer ſo much ignorance and ma- 


lice there is in wicked men, as to blaſpheme God. 
| for the ſinnes of his people, and to reproach the 
rectitude of the rule for the obliquity of their. lives, 
who ſwarve and vary fromit. * And by how much 
| the greater ingratitude it 1s tobe honoured by God 
|as his ſervantsare, and' yetto diſhonour him, by 
ſo much the more hainous are thoſe finnes, where- 
|by we neither ſanfifie God in our own hearts,and 
== the mouths of others to poure contempt upon 
im. | gs | - 
* 8. Againſtthe ſouls of our brethren, whiich arc 
TE) thereby | 
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thereby greatly ſcandalized , for asthere is joy 72 
Heaven, and conſequently- among the Satnts on 
Earth ( whoſe affc&ions and converſations are 
heavenly )for the converſion of a-finner, and great 
mutual comfort in the communion of Saints , 1nſo- 
much tat the joy of one is the. joy of af the reſt, 
x (or.15.31.2 Cor. 2.3.So whena converted perſon; | 
rclapſeth ito any ſinne, it muſt needs ſadden and; 
offend the ſouls of all who rejoyced in hits ſtanding, | 
/and poſſibly become a ſtumbling block, and an oc- | 
caſion of falling unto them, as the. Apoſtle ſhew- 
cth, Rom.15-21. ICor.S.10-13. 

9. Againſt the ſouls of the »:cked,who arc there- 
by hardened and cncouraged. Ezek. 16. 54. when| 
wicked men, who poflibly- had ſome conflict and 


. . - . | 
regret in their Conſciences againſt rhoſe ſinnes 


which their hearts hanker after, ubſerve holy men | 
overtaken with them, and indulge unto them, like 
Benhadadas ſervants, they haſtily catch ar. ſuch an| 
advantage, andare emboldened by their example 
unto fin , whoſe holy lives they neither: love nor 
imitate. Therefore of all people , they who arc 


called by Gods name , and have him for their| 


God, ſhonld in ſpecial manner humble themſelves 
before him for their finnes , as ſins whereby he is 
\1nſpecial manner-grieved and diſhonoured, ſhou{d | 
labove all others take heed of playing the wantons 
with divine grace ; for though God be a tender | 
and a loving Father : yerhe may be an angry Fa-| 
ther, and who kzoweth the power of bis anger 2' Pſal.} 
90.11. though thou be a Son, and an Heir of fal- 

ini yet thou mayeſt be Fil:u:ſub ira, a ſon = 
m2 er 
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der dif pleaſure, and when thou art ſo , thon wilt 


finde by ſadexperience,that one frown of his Brow, | 
one ſtroke of his Rod, hath.infinitely more birer-| © 
neſs init, then there is {weerneſs in the pleaſures 
]of a thouſand finnes. And ſince Gods own people 
_ -|doby their fins contribute unto publick Judgments, | 
[they thould be the more caretull to ſtand in the 
breach, and to improve their intereſts in him for| 
the procuring of renewed mercics, to minde him 
of his gracious Covenant, and of his Fatherly re- 
lation unto them, as the Church doth, 7ſal. 74. 
20. forget not the Congregation of the poor, have 
reſpe& unto thy (ovenant , Thou, O Lord, art our 
Father, we are thize, 1ſai. 63.16-19, Be not wroth 
very ſore, neither remember iniquity for ever, be-| 
hold, ſee we beſeech thee, we are all thy people, Iſa. 
64.9. | | 
Thou art righteow | 1.In thy Fudgements and: 
chaſtiſements which thou haſt infliged upon us , 
we cannut blame thy ſeverity , rhou didſt warne| 
us before thou .didft puniſh us , thy Trumpet did| 
ſound before thy Ryddid ſmite us. 
[ T1. Thou arta Righteous Fudge , when thou con-| 
demneſt wicked men, Their mouth-ſhall be ſtopped, 
thou wilt overcome when thou judgeſt, pſal.5 1. 4. 
Rom.3.19. thou doſt not wrong them , for they 
(hall receive according to their works. | 
2. Thou arta Reghteow Father, when thou cha- 
ſliſeft holy men, thou doſt not wrong them , thou 
 meaſureſt and proportioneſt thy ſtripes not unto 
their ſizes, but unto their ſtrength , dealefſt with 
them tenderly,and ſuitably to their caſes rom | 
itions : 
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[ditions : To purge them , not ro conſume them -; 
ithuu haſta Rygd tor the Cymmin , and a Staffe for 
the Fitches, and a wheele for the Bread Corn, 1ſa.28.} 
27,28. thy Rod is Virga Hominum, a Rod fitted to 
the conditton of weak men, 2 Sam. 7. 14. and the 
Temptations wherewith thou ſuffereſt rhy Chil- 
dren ro be rempred 8 IS weiegou © ayypamiy@, pro-| 
purrioned to the infirmities of man, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
thou knowelt our frame, thou remembreſt that we 
are duft, Pſal. 103.14. that our ſtrength 1s not the 
ſtrength of toes , nor our fleſh of braſſe , that we 
dwell in houſes of Clay which are cruſbed before 
the Moth, Fob 4-19. 6. 12. and accordingly thou 
doſt in very taithfulneſs affi&, to refize , not to 
conſume us. | E 
3. Yea when thy judgements are ſecret , yet | 
they are r:ighteow, whea wicked men proſper, and 
{good men ſuffer, when wicked menare the Fanne, 
and good men the Corn, when the Weeds flouriſh, 
and the Cornis overtopped, when the wicked de- 
voureth the manthar 15 more righteous than he , 
when the affairs of the world | 22 to be out of 
courſe , and every manout of his place ; All this| - 
while the Lord makes way for rhe revelation of his | 
righteous judgements : his work will be Leautifull i 
1zts tzme : all things will work together for guod , as} 
Materials ina Building, lions in a Cordial, | . 
Colours ina Table, Rom.$. 28. The. proſperity of | 
the wicked will work to his: ru1xe, Prov. 1. 3.-the| 
affiifion of the righteous will work: to his glory, | 
12 Cor. 4+ 17. Thus righteous tn thy jndgements , 
netther thine Enemies, nor thy Child:en ſhall 
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ever haue cauſe juſtly ro complatne againſt 
thee. i 

Tho art righteous | 2. In thy Covenant and pro- 
 miſes : If thou ſhouldceſt have dealt wich us ac- 
' cording to our provocatlons , we had been con-| 
\ſumed , Lam. 3. 22. Fer. 10. 24. but thou 
'haſt remembred thy gracious promiſe to our fathers, 
and therefore we are preſerved : Though our ſins| 
have forfeited mercy, yet thy truth and fairhful-| 
neſs hath fulfilled it: we owe not our remarnine,| 
that we are a people , we owe not our eſcaping that|- 
WE arc a free people, unto any goodneſs of our own , 
' bur unto the grace of the Covenant alone. 
| Gods truth and fidelity to his people that arc in 
Covenant with him, 15 the true ground of all their 
| ſafety, he doth nor change, therefore we do not pe- 


Ab-rereoper |riſÞ, who otherwiſe from the dayes of our Fathers 
|predeſtinetio- | arc gone aſtray, Mal. 3.6,7. Nis mercics arc from 
aw fer etor;- | © <e7 laſting to everlaſting, Fſal. 103. 17. irom cver- 


cationem. laſting in predest 1242107 yz TO everlaſting in G lorifi- 


| 


Bernard Serm. cation 3 he ate grace, and promiſed eternal life he- 
2.11 yſcentions. | ; Y--., $1 
fore the world Lezan, 2 Tim. 1.9. Tit. 1. 2. before 


Ante und; | they were extant, or hail any being, ( further then 


— inthe purpoſe of God, ) on whom the grace was 
widir 167, 7*%i! | beſtowed, to-whom the life was promiſed. And 
nor, miſet a4 nos, | what he did from etcrnity purpoſe , he will nor 
aa A. in time revoke, for his gifts are without- repentance, 
tum mance em | Rom. 11.29. he doth =, faith and fcar- preſerve 
ercrmm. Ang.; his people through his pozer , unto that mercy 
- "4g _ which he hath from eternity given them , Fer. 32.| 
| 40. 1 Pec:.1.5. of themſelves they fall dangerouſly 
aad frequently from their own ftedfaſtnels, __ 
| | then 
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[then the Lord doth chaſtiſe their wantonneſs with 
| | the Rod of a Father, but doth noturterly take away 
hts loving kindneſs, Pſal. 89.28-35. | 
I. The Covenant and grace thereof is free and} 
alſolute, not conditional and ſuſpended upon rhe 
s | unſtable will of man : 1t is »ot of him that willeth, or 
Ik -. | runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy, and ſheweth 
' | tt on whom he will, Rom.g.15-18. Berween God 
the Father indeed, and Chriſt as a ſecond 4dam, 
the Tranſa&ion of the Covenant was wholly con:-| 
tronal, he was torake from his Father a Commil- 
ſion in our nature, to lay down. bjs life, and to take it up 
again, to fulfill all righteouſneſs, to be made ſinne for 
4, to have our iniquities and the (ha#:ſemernt of 
BE” | our peace laid upon him, before he could fee of the 
NE. |:ratel of bis ſoul, Yea he undertook not only for his 
FF. [ow work, bur for owrs, By the preciouſneſs of his| 


blood he purchaſed , and out of the plenitude of his 
Spirit he ſupphethunto us what ever grace 1s re- 
quiſite unro our ſalvation. ButlT ſay as to us, the 
race of the Covenant is thus farre free and ab-| 
[ ſolute , that no duties are required of us, which | 
are not as branches of rhe ſame Covenant beſtow. 
ed uponus : he hath promiſed to give a new heart, 
and to put a zew Sprrit within us, rotake away the 
ſtony beart out of our fleſh, and togive us an heart of 
| Aſh, and to put his Spirit within us, and to cauſe 
'us to walk in his Statutes, to fave us from all our| 
uncleanneſs, to cleanſe us from all our iniquiries, 
Ezek.36.25,26,27, 29,33- and though he there 
tell us, thathe will be exquzred of by the houſe of | 
Irael todoe theſe a them, ver.37. yet We 
4 D Fnow /} 
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know it is he onely who poureth our the Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication, whereby we makethis in- 
quiry of him, Zach. 12.10. Gal.4.6. Rom.8.26, 
True indeed ir is, that when we belicye , it is we 
only that belicve, and when we work, it is we 
that work, but cur working is not the cauſe of his 
nw 'grace,bur his grace the cauſe of our working: (yr- 
u7 Ae Grat. | p 
#* Lib. Arbis. | um eſt nos Yelle & facere cum volumns cum facimu ſed 
| £2p.16, elle facit ut velimus ut faciamus: And therefore the A- 
poſile ſaith 7 labeured more abundantly they they 
£ all, to note,that the latour was his,yer 70t 1, but the 
Ioſe anther, | $794 of God which was with mc, to note , that the 
ipſe Remunera- principle was Gods, 1 (or.15.10. Thou baſt wrought 
| tor operis , ipſe) ,17 our works i2 6s (aith the Prophet, Iſaz. 26.12. 


ti | ef 
m4 in| The works are ours , the ftrexeth is thine : ours the 


SO 


| Pſal.91.Ser.g. |heart and the hand that att , thine the Sprrit and | 
grace whereby we a&t. He doth not with-hold his | - 

| Tile f-cit m1 305 Go till our wills prevent him , and move him to; 
nmr 7” [extend it, bur he doth out of his own free love 
nox facimusue |frame our hearts unto the love of him , and work 
eb ap any the will in us, which he requireth of us, Phzl.2, 12, 
Ep 143: ” 13. we repent becauſe he turns us : he doth not 
turn to us, becauſe we firſt turn to him: his love | 
prevents ours and doth nor ſtay for it, 1 Fohn 4. 19. 
|Ezek.36.32. Iſai. 48.9,11.1nſpirat charitatem ut que 

adiſcendo novimus dilipengo factamm. 

2. The Covenantand thegrace thereof is immu- 
' V4. Bradwerd, | table, and therefore changerh nor with rhe unſtable 
'decauſa Des | will of man: God 7s not. a maz that he ſhould lie, nei- 
p- -649-23+2+ | ther the Son of man that he ſhould repent, hath he ſaia,| 
Tar and ſhall he not doe it 2 hath he Spoken, and ſhall be not 
make it good ?. Nymb. 2.3.19. his Covenant of grace | 
Ss, is, 
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is confirmed by an oath, to ſhew the immutabs lity of 


—— __—— | 


Furatione Dei 


it, This is as the waters of Noah unto me , ſaith the firmata promiſe 


Lord,for as I bate ſworn that the waters of Noah ſhould | {o. aug. de Civ. 
ro more go over the earth : ſo have 1 ſworn that I will —=—_ 16. cap. 
pot be wroth with thee nor rebuke thee, For the Moun- 
rains ſhall depart, and the'hills be removed : but | 
my kindneſs {hall nor depart from thee : Nether: 
Jhall the ſovenant of my peace Le remo..cd , ſaith the 
| Lord that hath mercy on thee, 1ſa?. 54. 5, 10. A 
Covenantthus founded upon meer mer ,aund ſealed | 
by an Oath, is more uzmoveable then hills , or 
Mountains, the ſtrong founciations of the Earth 
(hall be ſooner ſhaken rhen the Oath of God miſcar- | 
ry. The oath of God is the ſtrongeſt demonſtrati- 
on of the immurability of his Counſel that can poſ- | 
fibly be uſed, Heh.6. 17. for where he ſwears he 
doth not repent, ?ſal.1 10.4. Every work of mercy 
which he begins, he carries on to a conſummation, 
Phil.1.6. rhe foundation of God remaineth ſure , 
cannot be infringed, ſhaken or undermined by the ; 
| levity or inconſtancy of the will ofman,z Tim.2.19. 
wharever are the oaons of the heart of man, | 
the Counſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand, Prov. 19. 21. 
Pſul.33-I0,11. 

3. The Covenant and grace thereof is moſt porr- 
erfull and efficacious : Therefore his Mercies are 
ſure, his promiſes yea and Amex, becauſe his word is 
ſetled in Heaven, ſeconded with his power, which | 
will finde means to effe&t what ever he hath ſpo- 
ken, God hath ſpoken once ſaith the Pſalmiſt , twice | 
bave I heard this, Ir is a word conſtant and ſtabic, a | 
word doubled to note the certainty of it ( as Foſeph 
D 2 ſaid 
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faid unto Pharaoh, Gen.41.32;)' That-power and 
mercy belong to God, Pſal.62.11,12, every pro- 
miſe which mercy makes, power performs, it mercy 
promiſe an heart of fleſh, and to pur his fear into 
us, God hath power enuugh to make it good , hee 
raay as ſoon be an impotent,as anunfairhfull God. 
Abraham conſidered not the impotency of his own 
body., but the power of God to make good his pro-| 
| miſc, and therefore flaggered not through _— 
Rem.4.19,20,21. and ſo the Apoſtle argues touch- 
ing the converſion ofthe Jews, Rom. 11.23, If they | 
abide nor ſtill in unbelict , they ſhall be graffed in, 
for God 1s able to graffe them 1n,Rom.11.23, 
\. 4. The Covenant and grace thereof is 77vincible | 
by —_— aſſaults, nothing can alter or over- 
rule the will. of God, or cauſe him to. recede from: 
\ his own purpoſes of ſhewing mercy. If any thing 
could , :nmne could : Burt he hath aſſured us thar 
that ſhall not. 7f bis children forſake my Law , and. 
| walk not 1n my Fudgements, if they break my Statutes, 
| and keep not my Commandements, then will 1 viſit their ; 
tranſgreſſions with « rod,and their iniquity with ſtripes ;. 
Nevertheleſs my loving kindneſſe will I not utterly take 
from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſſe to fail, my Cove-i 


nant will 1 not break,&'c. Pſal.89.30.--34. though 

>puniſh, it ſhall be in meaſure ; not unto rejedi- 
on but unto emendation, 1ſai.27.8,9.Asto the guilt 
of {inne, and damnation due unto it, he will par-: 
don it,. / . will forgiue their iniquity , and remember | 
therr ſtune no more, Fer.31.34. ASto the dominion 
 |rhereof; he will ſubdue ir, and purge itaway, 4f:- | 

cah 7.1920. Pſal.65.3. As tothe particular pre- 
F | ualency ; 
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valency of any luſt, he will awaken us to repent. 
|Make us by ſome word, or affliction, or mercy, or 
example, or providence, to ſearch and conſider-our , 
wayes and return from all our evill doings , ſo he | 
did Dauid by the Miniſtery of Nathan, 2 Sam. 12.13. | 

{o Peter by the look of Chriſt, Luke 22. 61. ſo Fo-| 
ſephs brethren by his ſpeaking roughly unto them, Ae Folie 
|Gen.42. 21. As to the Remaznders of it, he will ;,ur in Bo- 
daily mortific and deſtroy them,Rg.6.6.{inne then nm ut criem 
ſhall not break out ſo far as to annull and to evacu- {£7 cmmde 
ate the Covenant : For who _ _ -n _—_ gn 
\ſecing in many things we offend all, an the One 
wace of he Covetine alone arc profirved om RNA, | 
offending more. Nay the Lord is'ſo gracious to his Humitieres re-. 
people, that their very ſins , which of themſelves {;jure: aug 
do only defile and endanger them, are by Gods %e Corrept. & 
goodneſs ordered unto their benefir. The Lord |©r9.:9:% | 
could keep his ſervants from falling , Fude ver. 24. ' & Gra. x8. | 
and preſcrve them blameleſs. x Theſ.5.2 3. but he | 4 virocipeer 
is pleaſed ſometimes to leave them,that they may ' 4,4, ove 


| « ' Cooperamur 1v 
know them(ſclves, and their own weakneſs, as he | Bowmqui ex 


did Hezekiab, 2 Chron.32.31. that they may lemoar 7 _ : 
their own miſery, and loath' themſelves in their a hone. 
own eyes, Fer.31.18, 19. Ezek.20.43. that they jr & Centi- 
may be driven to 1:ve upon free grace and pardoning |'z ge pl de 
mercy, Fſal. 51, 1. that they may ſer the. highey | diverſe. 
price upon the Lord Feſw, who is a Sanftuary for the 

chief of finners to fly unto, 1ſa;.8.14. 1Tim.1.15, 

thatthey may be the more watchfullover their looſe 

and deceitfull hearts, having once, yea twice been| 

betrayed bythem, Fob 40.5. 34.32. that they may 

pray more earneftlyor the ſubduing and mortifying of 
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- | 6. His purchaſeis ſeconded by his zterceſſion, | 


| ſaich Chriſt, Fobz 16, 26, 27. and therefore muſt 


tad he ee. ewe En. 


———— 
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| prevalent corruprtions , Pſal. 51. 7-10. Rom, 7. 23. 


der the very ſin of his people untotheir good, And 
| if 6yze ſhall nor prevaile againſt the covenant , we 
arc ſure nothing elſe ſhall : he thar pardoneth fin 


rebukerh Satan, conquereth the world , his love is| - $97 


above the reach of any thing to ſeparate us from 
it, Rom.$.33-39. nonethall be able to rake us| 
out of Chriſts or his Fathers hands , Foh. 10. 28-| 
30, 

5. The Covenant and grace thereof is founded in 
i the blood of Chriſt and ratified by it : as he hath b 
| his blood purchaſcd his people, T:t.2. 14. ſo hat 
| he by the ſame procured for them all good things 
ſpectfied in the Covenant, Rom.8. 32. the blood of 
Chriſt can as well be vacated, as any branch of the 
the Covenant be unfulfilled to believers, for 
, whom they were all bought with ſo precious a' 
| price. [ 


| His Interceſfſion is the petition of his Hood, and there- 
|fore ſhall undoubredly be granted , his Father. 
 heareth bim alwayes, Fohn 11.4-1,42. and he prayeth 
co his Father Tas his people may be fo kept, as thar 
they may be with him, and Zebold bis Slory » Fob. 17, 
| II, I5, 24. therefore accordingly they ſhall be 
 kepr. 
4 Chriſts Interceſſion is ſeconded with his Fa- 
| thers love to his people, I ſay nor that I will pray 
| the Father for you, for the Father himſelf loteth you, 


needs be exceeding acceptable, becauſe Gods _ 
cart 
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| theſe and other the like ways, the Lord hath to or.| 
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heart is towards them, and his love upon them, 
as the woman of Tek2a her petition for Atſolom was | 
caſily granted by Dautd, becauſe his heart was to- 
wards nim betorc, 2 Sam. 13. 39. and 14.1,2. 
Laſtly, the Lord hath promiſed his holy Spirit | 
of Fear, Love, Grace, Adoption unto his people, 
* | bythe help of which they are preſerved from the | 
+ | dangers whereunto of themſelves they are expo- 
ſed, Ezek. 36.27. Iſai. 59. 21. upon theſe and 
ſuch like grounds it appeareth ; That becauſe 
God is righteow and fazthfull in his Covenant , 
& | therefore we remazn eſcaped. | 
| And if it be here objefted that the Promiſes arc 
-- [uſually ſer forth as conditionall, The Lord rs with 
| you while ye be with him, and if ye ſeek him he will te | 
found of you, but if ye forſake him, he will forſake you, 
2 Chron.15.2. If ye be willing and obedient, ye jball 
it." | eat the good of the Land, Iſai.1. 19. He that belteveth 
AOF. - | ſball beſaued, Mark 16.16. Foh.3.16. except ye re- | 
Ab por, Luke 13.3. | 
'| We anſwer, 1. Promiſes are in ſome places | 
made aZſolutely , which in others are cond:t:onally 
ex preſſed; as Heb. 13. 1 will not leave thee nor for- 
ſake thee, Ter.32.39. I will give themone heart and one | 
way, that they may fear me for ever, 1 will give 
RE | them az heart to know me, they ſhall be my people, 1 will 
” {\be their God, they ſball return unto me with therr whole | - 
heart, Jer.24.7. If ye will obey my voice and keep 
my Covenant, ts a Coxdtzoz 1n one place, Exod. 19. | 
5. a Free promiſe in another, ye ſhall keep my judge- 
men's and doe them, Eel. 26. 27, The mercy of the | 


Lord is towards them that fear 1im,Pſal 103. 11. There | 
the 
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the fear of God is a condition. I will give then 

| one hearrand one way that they may fear me, Fer.32. 

| 39. there it is a free promiſe. . 

2. The Lord dothnor only give us good things| 
| i ſelf 


under a condition, but doth gzve the cond:tion i 

to his people, compare {ſas. 1.19. with Phil. 2.12, 
| Aﬀts 19,43. with Phil. 1.29. Epheſ.2.8. 

| 3. Precepts and Conditions areuſed as the we-f 
biculz of the joe romiſed. Of our ſelves we can 
do nothing of thoſe duties unto which Promiſes are 
[annexed , for all our ſufficiency is of God , who| 
| porketh all our-works for us , 2 Cor. 3, 5. But the 


\Precepts of. the Wordare the uſual Inſtruments, 
by which he worketh thoſe things in us, which he 


| 


For Sages + "43d 
'requireth of us, Rom. 10.17. 


4. Conditionall Propoſitions do not 1mply that 
our performances work upon God to do what he 
| had ſaid, as ifrhe performance of dty were only|- 
ours, and then the performance of promiſe alone 
his.: But. they intimate the order and connexion| 
which the Lord hath ſer amongſt his own gifts , 
ſome whercof he hath appointed to be antecedent 
diſpoſitions and preparations towards uthers conſe- 
vent upon them : He that believeth ſhall ' be ſaved, 
this is a -copditzonal promtſe , Faith the condition, 
Salvation the Promiſe ; But we may not ſo under- 
ſtand iras if Faith were only ours, and Salvation 
[alone his. © But- Faith is one Gift of God, 
Antecedent to Salvation which is another Gift of 
God. - DRE 
|. Nowthenſincethe Lord is righteous inall the 


| wayes of his Judgements and ſecret providences , 
. C We | 


—_— 


| theChurches ſafety. Cs: 


we muſt for ever lay our Hand on our Mouth, and 
pur our Mouthes in the Duſt , and beware of 
Murmurings and Repining againſt -him, as if} 
v. | his waycs were not cquall towards us : Behold 
| he taketh away, who can hinder him 2 who will ſay unto 

| him, what doſt thou > Job g. 12, we may inourPray- 
| ers plead with God about his Judgements as Holy 
| men have, Jer. 12.1. Hahak. 1. 2-4-13. But 
we may not quarrell at them nor murmare againſt 

| them. | 
2. When the Lord doth.ſtrangely vary his 
Providences towards a people , and worketh un- 
uſuall changes and alrerations among them : ſtir- 
| tethup ſome helpes, and then layerh them by , 
callerh forth others and quickly revokerh them , 
fitterh men for great ations, and in the midſt of 
thoſe ations cutteth themoft; Our work here is 
not to cenſure either the Agent, or the Inſtruments, 
ro charge the dealings of God cither as unrighteous 
or as unreaſonable ; but to refle& upon our ſelves , 
and learn our unſtedfaſtzeſſe in Gods Covenant, by | 
his dicerſifying of Providences towardsus : 1, Some- 
times we over dote upon Inſtruments , and deifie 
them, asif God had no way to help us but one. 
| And then God breaks that Staffe when we lean 
too hard upon it, to force us to leaze upon his Name 
again. 2, Sometimes we undervalue them , and 
will not underſtand that God is doing us good by 
them, (as it is ſaid of Moſes, As 7. 25.) and 
then God ſuſpendeth his work which he was a- 
|bouttodoe. 3. Sometimes the hearts of the peo- | 
ple arc unpreparcd for mercies, ani then God 
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have zo charges, Pſal,55.19. Jer.48.11. But to be 
toJed and emotied , and exerciſed with frequent 


alterations, and our ſent toabide inus ſtill , wan- 
ron 
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| tonunder Mercies, ſullenunder Judgements, after 
all our Phiſick to relapſe, after all that 1s come up- 
| onus, 423772 to Lreak the CommÞndements, this 1s a 
ſad Sym::ame , a greata2gravation of our fin, and 
juſtification of Gods Rigluteouſnels in all his deal- | 
1ngs with us, | 

Again, {ince the Lord is tne God of his peo- 
pie, and rizitcous to them in a way of mercy and 
hdelity, We learn to acknowledge it a great Mcr- 
cy, aid to glorifie God for it, that we Remarpe yet 
P ſcape1: that we may ſet up an Elen-Ezer, and {ay 
thus far hath the Lord holpen us. 

Many Conliderations may ſet on the ſenſe of 
this Mercy upon our hearts, 1. The mary finnes 
which remain amongſt us, even in the Iſrael of 


Or "B . 
God : fad diviſions, ſharp animoſities, perveric 


_. . - | 
Opinions, vanity, luxury ; ſevere cenſurings , looſe 


| 


walking, worldly mindedneſs, &c. 2. The ma- | 
| ny ſbatizos, and univerſal ſufferings , whereby the | 
Lord hath made ir appear that his quarrel was | 
as2inſt a!l orders of men, that the dilcaſc was all 
over, 1ſ1/.1.6. Ter.5.1-5. ſothatnne can blame 
others, bur every one acknowledge the plague of bis : 
own hea/t, and ſay as Dauid did,” I confeſs my. ſiane, ( 
| axdl the fin of my pecple, Dan. 9.20, Now various:. - 
ſhakings any concutions ina Nation uſe to be fore | 
preſagcs of greater [udgements , as we may ice in 
Gods dcaling with the ten Tribes before their dif. 
ſolution. VV hatſhakings have been amongſt ns,we | 
need not zecount,by changes at home , by difieren- 
cesabroad, ſhakings onthe Land, and ihakings on 
the Sea, ſhakings at hand, and ſhaking afar off , 
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ſhakings by War, and ſhakings by ſickneſſes , | 

\hakings in our mindcs by diviaed Opinions, ſhak-| + 

| 1995 in our hearts ty divided affections , ſhaking i 
in our eſtates by divided intereſts... And whether | 


rheſe ſhakings have a tendency to diſſolution we 


know not , ( We are not ignorant ofthe rage which 
hath been upon many of our Protcſtant Brethren-in! 
other parts of Chriſtendom ) But ſurely this conſi-' 
 deration may lead us both to glorific God that we 
Remain yet eſcaped , and to humble our ſelves 
| under the teare of his further wrath. 4 | 
| 3. The powerful Preaching which hath been in 
| the Land which where ir doth not kindly work \| 
| where it 1s not honourably entertained , doth ex- | 
cet ripen judgements , and make white for | 
the ſickle. It is compared ro the ſhining of thei 
Sun, 2 Cor. 4. 6. 2 Pet. I: 19. and to ſhowers of: 
rain, Deut.32. which arc intended for the bringing ; 
forth of Salvation , and {pringing up of Righte-} 
| ouſneſs, 1ſ4i.45.8. Burif they fa]l upon ſins, doe| 
haſten their maturity , and make them z:gh unto 
curfing, Heb.6.7,8. the fins of the Church are Sum-. 
| mer Fruits, they ripen faſter then: the ſinnes of the 
world, the fins of the Amorites were four hundred 
years a ripening, Gez. Is. 16. the fins of Iſrael in 
the Wilderneſs fourty years, ?ſal.95.10. Gods pa- 
tience towards the ten Tribes after their revolt 
was but two hundred and fixty years ; from the 
ſins of Mazaſſeh to the Captivity brought upon Ju- | 
dahfor thoſe fins, little more then one hundred 
years- As at Jerico the ſounding of the Trumpet 
| ſeven times did lead in the falling of the wall, fo 


te 
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the long ſounding of the Word in the ears of diſ- 
obedient people, is a ſhrewd preſage ct enfuing | 
|ruine. 
Theſe conſiderations laid rogether,as ſhould they 
\juſtly awaken us roHumiliation,ſo are they Eviden- | 
ces of Gods goodneſs rowards us, in that ſuch a 
people Rematz yet "_ Eſcaped from the bon-, 
dage of Popery, from rhe flames of perſecution , | 
from the Spaniſh Armado , from the vault of Pow-| 
der, fromrigour in the Church , from truubles 
in the Stare , from the terrour of a bloudy War , 
(from renewed attempts of trouble and danger , ef-| 
\caped froma Vote , extinguiſhing and aboliſhing 
the whole maintenance of the Miniſtery, the conſe- 
quences whereof could notbur have been unutte- 
rably miſcrable. Any one of theſe evils God 
' |mighr have ſharpnedinto a deſtruCtion. - And yer ; 
afterallthis , Ryohteous art thou, O Lord, fer we re- | 
main yet eſcaped. 
| - 2. Itreprouethourunbelicf, in conſulting with \ 
fleſh and blood, betaking our ſelves to carnall ſhifts | 
intime.of danger, having a fa:thfull Covenant, and: 
a r:/ghteows God to lay hold upon, whoſe alone fide- 
liry 15 the ground of his peoples ſafety, who knoxeth 
| how to deliver the godly out of temptation, 2 Pet, 2. 9. 
this was the fin of A4haz 1n ſending to the Aſſyrian 
ro helphim, when God offered him a ſign to con- | 
firm his truſt in him, ſar. 7.11412. 2 Chroz.28.19. | 
The Chriſtians in the Church of Cor:zth , being | 
afraid to diſpleaſe their Heathen friends, and en-! 
dangerthemſclves, would fit with them ar the; 
Idols Table , and eat at their Tables meat offcred | 
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toldols : The Apoſtle diſwaderh rhem fromufing 
this Carnal ſhift ro accline danger, bids them f{e 
| from 1207atry, leſt that which rhey in carna: wit 
dom mighr judge the means of tucir ſtanging , 
ſhould prove rhe occaſion of thetr fall, anc. dirt. 
cth ti:em ro rrultfor {afcry ina faittfull Gul, vio 
would no: {ater them ro be trmpred above rhar 
| they were 2, but would with che « mpriation 
| make a v/ay co elcape, taat they might bc toic ro] 
| bear it, 1 (0r.19.12,14., 
| 3, .In fears therefore and dangers we ſhould be 
incouraged by theſe rwo Arguments; 1. The 
Righteonſ;eſs of God, 2. Our own preſent remazy- 
ingeſcaped, Faith in, and ereperrence of rhe fidelity 
'of God to helpus, to truit in himat all rimes : not| 
to fear the wrath of man , bur to ſecure the love of 
|\Go1, he ſomcrimes purpoſely bringeth his ſer- 
; Vants to difficulties, rhat rhey may make tryal of 
ifucha friend , who in fix and ſeven troubles 1s ar 
| hand ro deliver them. Fairh 1s a Tept»rcxs grace, 
{it honours Go and laies hold on his ſtrength, Rom. 
4.20, 1ſai.27.5. Itis a viforios grace, and rifcs 
{up above difficulties, 1 Foh. 5.4. all things are pyſ- 
ſible to it: Therefore in times of danger let us 
lead Gods Covenant , and our own experience , 
. wilt thou now deſtroy us ſeeing we remarp , 
get eſraped, and arc Monuments vi thy Mercy haſt 
| thou wrought ſo great deliverances , and done fo 
| many wonders, and fnatcht us as brands out of 
| the fire, ro deſtroy us at the laſt > tizou haſt delt- 
| vered, and doſt deliver, wilt-rhou not give us leave 
to truſt 11 thee for deliverance (Ul! 2 Thang 
or 


| 


* |maineſcaped> When we may 1ay as the people 
' [of F:ſepbdid, Foſh.17.14. we are a great people, 


| 
} 


[ gument which Gods ſervants uſe in Praycr,to mind 


| Ger.32.9-12, ſo M:ſes, we remain yet eſcaped out 


| 


| Neam+.14.17,19. fo David, Thou ba#t ſpoken of thy | 


3.17, 18. how much more comfortably may we 
plead it, when by rhe alone mercy thereof, we re- 


= 


and the Lozd.hath hitherto Lejſed rs and may ſerup 
a Monument as.Samwel did, 1 Sam. 7.12. and ay, | 
th:u far hath the L:rd bolpea > This 1s one chict Ar- 


him of his Word and Covenant, wherein he had 
cauſed them to hope, fo Facob, Lam not worthy of | 
the leaſt mercy, but thou [a:d(t, I will doe thee Coo, 


of the Land of Ezypr, thou hat bro:ght us out thence, 
turn from thy fierce wrath; Rememler Abraham, Iſa- 


a:, ad Iſrael thy ſervants, ro whom thou {ware | 
eſt, &C. Exod.32.11-13. and again, letthe power 


of my Lord be great, according as thou has? ſpeken , | 


pardon the iniquity of thy people, as thou haſt for- 


b 
- 


main yet eſcaped, ſo ſave them Kill the ſame Mer- ; 
cy and Power cando it now which did it before, | 


given them from Zeit untill now ; As they re- | 


ſer vants houſe, fer thy words ſake haſt thou done theſe] 
greatthings : and zowO Lord eſtabliſhithy words as 
har ba&t ſaid, Sam,7.19,21,25,27,29. $0 Solomon, | 
Let thy, word Le Terified which thou ſpakeſt unto | 
thy ſervant Datid, 1Reg.8.26..S0 Aſa, O Lord we; 


. 
1 
i 


reſt in thee, thou art our God, 2 (br02.14. 11, fo Te- ; 


ſhapbat. | 
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ſhaphat, Thos art God--our eyes arc uponthee, 2 Chr. 

 20.6-12, no ſuch plea in Prayer asthe free grace; | 
'the Word, the Truth, the Fidelity, the Righte- 
 ouſteſs of God. 
| 4. This may comfort us __ all che muta-| 
Wt rotumDeo bility of our own wills, whereby we are apr to ſtart 
derer,Homiris afide like a deceitful Bow ; In as.much as our ſafe- 
1m & pra ty dependerh not upon our own performances , but 
po Show upon the Cuyenant of God, who is righteous and 
Yepzrarem, fairhfull, and willnot ſuffer our weakneſs to annul 
A'g Enchirid, , his promiſe, Rom.9.16. 
|5: Denemiſe- | 5+ This Caution notwithſtanding we muſt take 
reguretiam {in , That we beware of playing the wantons with 
mn 9%.” thegrace of Gods Covenant , becauſe thereby we 
Crais rert7- TEMAIN eſcaped; for the Lord will not paſs by the 
—_ | petulancy and laſcivicncy of any of his Children ,| 
Sn. 2. Epi, though he doth nort' totally caſt them off, yet he 

x06, | hath ſharp rods wherewith he can chaſtiſe them. 
If they fly from his ſervice, he can ſend a Whale! 
to {\wallow them, and can bring all his Waves and 
Billows upon them;if they keep not to his Commiſ- 
| ſion, he can ſend a Lion to tear them, he can make 
| them feel the weight of his Frowz , thuugh they 
 donot of his Fury, and it may be , cauſe them to 
wk in darkneſs, drooping, and difconſolare all 
err days, complaining of 4rokez Boxes, andot 
4 wounded Spirit, with ſtrong cryes , imploring 
| az : 
the comforts of that Spirit, which they had ſo un- 
kindly greived arid reſiſted. | 

| As 1t is thisday | eſcaped, eſcaped this day 1} 
| {which we lie under fo ſore and heavy a guilt.| 
This is a marvellous heightning of Gods _ | 
I "_ 
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\finne, when it withſtandeth Fudgemexts, when the 


| faft their fins, Amos 4.6-12. and turn not wnto him 


|genuity, — unkindneſs unto diſobedi- 


| 


fin, is the more exceeding glor;ow. Thar we ſhould | 
fo —_ provoke the Lord, this day , wherein we 


Mercy and Loving kindneſs > It is the character of 


the Churches ſafety. 
That we may remain eſcaped inthis day , a day of 
ſo great ſin: and alſoa marvelous aggravation of 
the fin, that it hath been committed 1n thrs day , a} 
day of ſo great Mercy, wherein we remain yet eſ-] 
caped, Sinne committed zz 4 day of mercy , is the\ 
more exceeding hatnous : mercy extended 27 a day of 
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remain eſcaped : O how prodigious and prefumpru- 
ous the wickedneſs > That we ſhould remain ef-| 
caped this day, wherein we have fo greatly pro- 
voked the Lord, O how admirable and unſcarch- 
able the goodneſs > | 

I, Sinne in aday of great Mercyis exceedingly 
the more hainous. It 1s a great aggravation of 


Loxd changeth the correQtions , and men ſtill hold} 


that [miteth them, 1ſai.9.13. It isa brand upon Ahaz 
that #n the day of his diftre ſfe he ſinned more, 2 Chron, 
28.22, How much more hainous is it to abuſe} 


a wicked man, that though favour te ſhewed him, yet 
he will not learn righteouſreſs, Iſai.26.10, The An- 
gell ſpared Balazm, and yet he ran greedily-aftcr 
the wages of 1arquity, Numb. 22.35. This is an un-| 
kindneſs the Lord often upbratdeth his people 
with, Deut. 32. 13-I5* Fer. 22,21, Hoſ. 13.5. 
Ames 2.9-13, This made Solomozs {in rhe greater, 
that he turned from the God of Iſrael, who had ap- 
peared to him twice, 1 King.11.9. . This adds di{in- 
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ence, when men neither fear, nor love the Lord 
for his goodneſs : No ſurfers more dangerous then' 
thoſe which are upon ſweet things:no diſeaſes more 
deſperate, then thoſe which reject Courdials , no! 
Fruits ripen faſter, then thoſe on which the Sun 
continually. ſhinerh :.as the Apoſtle ſaith of grace ,' 
where ſin abounded,grace did much more abound, 
ſo we may by an inverſion ſay ot fin, where grace! 
aboundcth, there the guilt of ſin is the more abun- 
danrt. | 
2. Mercy extended 17 4 day of finne, is the more 
exceeding glorious , whenthe Lord is pleaſcd to 
proclaim mercy to a divorced people, Fer. 3.12-15. 
in the midſt of provoked wrath to remember mercy, 
Hah.3.2. and when men g0 ox frowardly in their own 
ways, then. to heal them, to reſtore comfort to them, 
to Create peace, 1ſai.57.17-19. to heal a backſliding | 
eople, and to love them freely, Hoſ.14.14. To look 
CS upon a denying Peter, Lyke 22.6:. To ſenda 
pardon to an adulterous David, 2 Sam. 12.13. To 
call from. Heaven to a perſecuting. Saul, ARs 9.4. 
This is that-which maketh Mercy the more radi- 
ant 4; which magnifieth the freeneſs , fulneſs , and 
ſuperabundance of it , that it rejoyceth againſt 
judgment, Fam.2.13. 
Theſe conſiderations tend much to humble « 
| people which remain yet eſcaped, as we do this day. 
The {4d conjun&tons of our fins with the Lords 
goodneſs, when the Lord ſaith, 1. ill remember my 
Covenant, and thou ſhalt remember thywazes, Then | 
he ſaith, thou ſhalt be-confounded, and never open thy| 
| mouth any more, becauſe of thy ſhame, when 1 or . JU 
s cified) 
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cified towards thee, Ezek.16,60-63, VV hen werom-, 
pare his Mercy with our corrupt doings, then 15; 
a time to loatia our ſelves in our own tight, Ezet.' 
20. 42-44. 36.25-32., Sin pxaiſbed, doth many 
times harven a ſinner in pride, as we {Ce 11 Phara- 
ob. But fin pardozed, and ſubducd with Mercy , 
ſnould mcir r:16 ſoui into a godly forrow , hviy re- 
venge,and {clt wiplicency tor it : They thall ſball| 
fear the Lord a1.4 15 £42 eſs inthe latter dayes. 
O {tus cart io oem allour wickednels, in that 
{we have ventured on it ina day oi Micrcy, as 1t we 
had been deltvercd tro commir abommations, Fer.7. 
LO, as if priviledges were a proteGtion tv protane- 
neſs, Certainly 1t mercies be aggravarions of ſin, 
nv Nation inthe world is leſs excuſable 'then we. | 
VVhar Nation in the Earth hath God ſo honoured | 
with a long poſlcſſon of his Oracles, and glorious ; 
light of his Word > In ſo muchthat other Nattons ' 
ſtudy the E-2l:ſþ Tongue to read our Books ; What 
Nation hath ever had ſuch manifold , ſuch mira- | 
culous deliverances 2 What Nation hath the Lord * 
Crowned with a greater abundance of all good ' 
things > What mcans could be uſcd ro work upon; 
'a people which the Lurd hathnor made uſe of a- \ 
mongſtus > It teaching would work upon us , we | 
[have had his word; If Chaſtiſements would amend | 
'ns, we have had his Sword. If Zounty would per-| 
{wade us, we have bcen fed, and cluathed, and | 
healed, and crowned , and compaſſed with mer- 
cies more then we can recount, If ſtrange andun- 
paralleld Prouvidences would awaken us, this 'Na- 


tlon hath never had for many hundred vcars ſuch a 
6: F 2 proſnca 


nr Imrwmolt as es - wa_ 7 ou © 


-  _w 
o —— 6 » c—_— — 5 _—  - 


| Gods Fidelity, 


JE _ 
——_—_— 
_— _—— 


ttt 


 — 


proſpects of Gods works , ſuch intcrwoven mix. 
tures of Mercies, of Judgements, of Wonders, of | 
Terrors, Great Inſtruments raiſed up, and taken' 
away again, VVars raging, and again ccaſing, Seas! 
roaring , and again calmed. And certainly the: 
W orks of the Lord ſhould be ſought out of his: 
people, Pſal, 111. 2. and improved to their own 
accompr. Felt Judgements ſhuuld mak them out of! - 
love with fin : Renewed mercies ſhould make 
them in love with God. That which humbleth 
ſhould heal them, that which comforts ſhould cure | 
them, that which amazerh, ſhould amend them. | 
2. This isa —_——_— in Prayer for pe- 
nicent ſinners to uſe, that God hath mercy in ſtore 
even ina day of fin for his people : that though we 
have treſpaſſed againſt God, yet there is hope in 1ſ- 
rael concerning this thing, Ezra 10.2, That though 
{ſin do ever forfezt mercy , yet it doth not cver re-. 
move itz rhuugh it do always provoke wrath, yet it 
doth not always procure itz how will mercy triumph 
ina day of repentance, when ſo great provocations 
| have not hitherto extinguiſhed it 2 how will fire 
| break forth in dry wood , when it hath prevailed : 
againſt the green? needs muſt that Jewel be glori- 
ous in the Sun, which gliſters inthe Night, This 
ſhould exceedi-gly encourage us unto Rep-mance. 
Doth the Lorld tavite backſliding Iſrael, doth he 
wait to be gracious to a ſecure pe-ple,doth he pitty 
us inour blood , and are his buwels kindled to- 
wards us, when we compaſs him about with lies 
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ven unto a perſecuting Paul> doth he ſhew mercy} 
lon a MHanaſſeb, filling Feruſalem with blood and 
Idols > doth he appear firſt unto Mary Magdalen, | 
ut of whom he he had caſt ſeven Devils? O who 
[would not be encouraged by ſuch examples, to fly 
for ſanuary from the wrath to come, unto that 
mercy which hath ſnatched theſe as brands out of |. 
the fire > The Lord keeps as open houſe for us as 
for them, 1ſa, 5 5.1. Rev.22.17. his mercy as abun- | 
dant for any other penitents as for them, 1ſa. 55.6, 
7,8. his call and invitation the ſame to us as to 
them, Foh.7.37,38. The blood of Chriſt as effe- 
Qtuall for us as for them, 1 70.2.2. They were ſet 
forth as examples to all that ſhould after kelie ue in him 
unto eternal life, 1 Tim.1.16, 
Only let us beware of profaning this comfort by 
perſiſting in our ſins : But follow the example of | 
- [theſe penitents here , though their ſin had nor re- 
moved Gods mercy, yet Gods mercy did remove | 
their fin. They entred into a (ovenant , ſware on 
the Lord, gave their hazds that they would put away 
therr ſlrange wives, and ſeparate themſelves from the 
| people of the Land, Ezra 10. 3, 11,12, 19, This 15a | 
Genuine work of true hope in mercy, when it makes 
us purifie our ſelues 1 Toh.3. 3. no man can hope for 
glory, who is an enemy to Grace, for glory is grace| 
erfected, and we can hope for nothing which we 
ate, he that hates Grace,doth not love Glory. 
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3. We note that in ſolemn Humiliations there | 
' - [15 a great Emphaſis in theſe words, As it rs this day, 


| 


It is a circumſtance greatly conſiderable , The| 
time wherein we have ſinned and cfſcaped , Time; 
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greatly aggravates ſin, Exod. 8. 32, Luke 19.42. 
' Time greatiy commends Mercy,thar God kept rouch 
{with his pcople to a very day, Exod. 12.41, 42. 
| Tneretore vie ſhould learn wiſdome ro improve 
| Fame unto duty, as it is ſaid of the Children of 
Tj achar, rhat they had uaderſtanding of the times to 
' know what Iſrael ought to do, 1 (h-:. 12.32, Who 
| knowcth ſaid cMordecat to Exter, wirthcr thou be]. 
; Come tothe. Kingdom for ſ*:ch a time as this , Exier 4. 
14. Letus rhcretore witely conſider the conditi- 
ON of the times which Go: h:th brought upon us, 
| Timcs of great and untycric:ickneſs and infirmity, 
after he had nor many monerhs tince upon Prayer, 
' removed ſuch diſtcmpcrs in good parr - ſurely his 
anger is not turned away, his hand ts ſtretched out 
till, becauſc we have nutunteignedly turned unto 
him rtoat ſmiterh us. 

2, Times of wonderfull changes and unſcrled-' 
neſs, many preparations and attempts to heal the 
breaches amoneſt us, and many abortions and mil- 
carriages in thoſe attempts , Honourable perſons 
raiſed up by God to ſcrve the Intercſts of the Nati-i 
ons, and by his Providence laid down again. And 
when the Lord had by his providence raiſcd up this 
eminent Inſtrument , nuw gone to him, by whoſe 
grear Wiſdom, accurate inte!ligence, indefati- 
gable vigilancy, and ſpecial care, we might pro- 
bably have ſuppoſed that by degrees things would 
have wroughruato a compoſedneſs, and ſertlcment 
inthe mid{t of grear Actions and great Succefles , 
i he likewiſe is ſuddenly taken awav. Iris good to} 
ſtudy che meaning of God intheſe raings. 1, That 
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we-ſnould bewail our carnall confidence,and learn to 
look up and to truſt more in Him, and leſs in man, 
2. To labour for hearts eftatliſhed by his grace , that | 
we may the more comfortably look for an outward 
eſtabliſhment in order and peace, for our ſetrle-| 
ment muſt begin in our hearts, ſo long as our hearts 
are unſtcadfalt with God, his dealings may be ſtil] 
in fluctuation and uncertainty rowards us. 3. To 
acknowledge notwithſtanding theſe fad changes 
and concuſſions, this great Mercy , That we remarn 
yet eſcaped, that the Lord hath not yer ſaid unto us | 
that he would caſt us off, hath not expoſed us to 

thoſe flames and commorions which our ſins have 

deſerved, bur thar yer we fit under our Vines and 

Fig-trees, and none make us afraid. 

Laſtly, to caſt Anchor on the Rock of Ages, and 

keep cloſe tothe Throne of Gace, to ſecure his love | 
and care of us, his preſence and Throne amongſt 
us, who never dies , in whom there is everlafizne | 
ſtrength, to get firm holdfaſt of thoſe Comforts 

which have nothing of Mortality, nothing of Lu- 
briciry in them , which will ſtay with us 

while we remain here to ſweeten all the paſſages 
of our Pilgrimage, and accompanyus unto the pre- 
fence of the Lord, in whoſe preſence there is ful- 


neſſe of Joy, and at whoſe Right Hand there are 


plcaſures for ever more. 
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